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On Dec. 15, Asst. Secretary of State for Inter-American Affairs Elliott Abrams told a joint hearing of
the House subcommittees on International Economic Policy and Trade and Western Hemisphere
Affairs that the US economic embargo imposed on Nicaragua in May 1985 should be continued
in light of revelations from Nicaraguan defector Roger Miranda about that government's military
buildup. According to Abrams, "The direct and indirect costs of the US trade sanctions have
contributed to the continuing deterioration of Nicaragua's economy." He said the Sandinistas have
exaggerated effects of the sanctions to "deflect criticism" from their own economic mismanagement.
Because of the Sandinistas' "cynical attitude toward the peace plan," Abrams said he could "hardly
think of a less appropriate moment to discontinue sanctions." The hearing was called to discuss
a proposed congressional resolution for clarification on what qualifies as "humanitarian aid" a
category exempted from sanctions. Under this exemption, said Abrams, $3 million dollars in US
products were shipped to Nicaragua in 1986, and $2.4 million in the first half of 1987, compared
to $112 million in 1984. Of the materials legally shipped since the embargo, he said, about half
consisted of charitable donations; 25%, medical supplies; and most of the rest, publications and
other educational items. Abrams said the Reagan administration would permit humanitarian
shipments to Nicaragua, as long as they did not serve to strengthen the Sandinista government,
and Sandinista mass organizations, including government- sponsored agricultural cooperatives and
the Agriculture Ministry. "There are ways to give aid that help build democracy and not to build
communism," he said. According to Abrams, aid could be channeled to opposition political parties
and business organizations to further "democracy."
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